SUFFOLK BRINGS HOME THE GOLD!
By Ray Anczelowicz

The Suffolk JCC went 8-0 to bring the Gold Medal back to Long Island at the 2008 Maccabi Games in Detroit. Each medal round game came against a tougher team and ended up being a closer game. We may not have been the tallest team, most athletic, or even the best shooting team, but we were without a doubt the best all-around team at the Games. As the Medal round progressed, our opponents played tougher and the games got tighter. The best game in the entire tournament was the one we played against a much bigger Los Angeles team. The court was big, the crowd was loud and each team came ready to play. After an aggressive start we quickly got L.A.’s guards into foul trouble. The game had its ups and downs for each team in the first half but still was a tight score at halftime. Mid-way through the third quarter we started to heat up and went on a massive run starting with our two guards Ben Resner and Tyler Seidman. Though we were up 11 towards the end of the third, we went on a dry-run and L.A. took advantage. After being up by 11, we were quickly down 4 with 20 seconds remaining in the game. After a L.A. guard missed two crucial free throws Ben Resner hit a clutch three with 9 seconds left in the game and cut the deficit to 1 point. After unsuccessfully stealing the ball on the inbounds pass, we quickly fouled the same player who previously missed two. Before shooting the first free throw, Ben Resner walked over to player about to shoot and whispers to him, “You know if you miss these free throws were going to win the game”. The L.A. player smirked at Ben then misses the first. Ben Resner clapped as if he knew we’re going to win this game. He missed the second free throw as well and the rebound was grabbed down by our 6’4” big man Eric Cozangi. He quickly gave the ball to Ben Resner. Ben dribbled up the left side of the court and cuts over to the right side with four seconds in the game. He noticed the clock and puts up a floater two feet outside the three point line... as the buzzer makes its breathe-taking sound, the ball that was thrown up to win the gold medal banks off the glass and swooshed through the hoop for the Gold. Ben sprinted to other side of the court with the crowd erupting and every single Suffolk player chasing him down. It was the greatest experience that most of my teammates have probably ever had this past week including myself. The look on everyone’s faces as the gold medals were being placed on our necks’ was pure happiness and joy. This was Suffolk’s first gold medal run since 1997. I just want to end by saying thanks to everyone who was apart of this story-book ending, from the players and coaches to the parents and relatives. Thanks and great job to everyone… Gold Medal Champions!!!
Suffolk JCC Team Results (Four Pool Play Games)

Suffolk – 66

Orange County – 58

Suffolk – 73

Vancouver – 23

Suffolk – 51

Sephardic/Brooklyn – 41

Suffolk – 61

Albany/Schenectady – 12
By going undefeated in pool play, we received a #2 seed in the Medal Round


First Round


Suffolk – 47

Mid-Westchester – 45


Second Round


Suffolk – 71

Samuel Field – 66


Final Four Semi-final


Suffolk – 57

Metro West – 53


Championship


Suffolk – 63

Los Angeles – 61

Suffolk JCC Team Players:

Ray Anczelowicz - Seaford HS

Holden Collick – Lawrence Woodmere Academy

Eric Cozangi – Forest Hills HS

David Grossman – Half Hollow Hiss West

Yoni Friedman – HANK

Shane Janicola – Commack HS

Ben Resner – Harborfields HS

Tyler Seidman – Holy Trinity

Corey Spaveck – Half Hollow Hills East

Suffolk JCC Team Coaches:

Alan Bluman

Artie Kaplan

Jerry Schwartz

